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ABSTRACT
Early Childhood Education (PAUD) is a critical stage that contributes significantly to children's holistic
development, including cognitive, social, emotional and physical aspects. This research aims to explore
the role of collaboration between parents and teachers in improving early childhood learning outcomes
in urban and rural environments, as well as identifying effective strategies for overcoming educational
gaps in both contexts. The research method used is a systematic literature review with the PRISMA
approach, which ensures the validity and reliability of the findings. The research results show that
effective collaboration between parents and teachers and the application of child development theory
can create a holistic and supportive learning environment. The implication of this research is the need
for PAUD programs that emphasize strong collaboration between educators and parents, as well as
policies that support better resource allocation for rural areas.
Keywords: Early Childhood Education, Parent and Teacher Collaboration, Children's Learning
Outcomes, Urban and Rural Environments, Child Development Theory.

ABSTRAK
Pendidikan Anak Usia Dini (PAUD) merupakan tahap kritis yang berkontribusi signifikan terhadap
perkembangan holistik anak, mencakup aspek kognitif, sosial, emosional, dan fisik. Penelitian ini
bertujuan untuk mengeksplorasi peran kolaborasi antara orang tua dan guru dalam meningkatkan hasil
pembelajaran anak usia dini di lingkungan urban dan rural, serta mengidentifikasi strategi yang efektif
untuk mengatasi kesenjangan pendidikan di kedua konteks tersebut. Metode penelitian yang digunakan
adalah systematic literature review dengan pendekatan PRISMA, yang memastikan validitas dan
keandalan temuan. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa kolaborasi yang efektif antara orang tua dan
guru serta penerapan teori perkembangan anak dapat menciptakan lingkungan belajar yang holistik dan
mendukung. Implikasi dari penelitian ini adalah perlunya program PAUD yang menekankan kolaborasi
kuat antara pendidik dan orang tua, serta kebijakan yang mendukung alokasi sumber daya yang lebih
baik untuk daerah rural.
Kata Kunci: Pendidikan Anak Usia Dini, Kolaborasi Orang Tua dan Guru, Hasil Pembelajaran Anak,
Lingkungan Urban dan Rural, Teori Perkembangan Anak.

1. Introduction
Early Childhood Education (PAUD) is a fundamental stage that contributes significantly

to children's holistic development, including cognitive, social, emotional and physical aspects
(Kurukulaarachchi, 2023). This formal education process is designed for children from birth to
around eight years, with a focus on cognitive, social, emotional development, language and
speech skills, as well as fine and gross motor skills (Aguh, 2022). PAUD aims to provide
educational stimuli that support children's physical and spiritual growth, preparing them for
further education (Farantika et al., 2022). This early educational stage is very important
because it forms the basis for the child's educational success and overall development in the
future (Bhebhe & Vilakati, 2021).

EDUTECH, 1 (2) 2024: 277-285, https://journal.ppipbr.com/index.php/edutech/index | DOI https://doi.org/10.62207
Copyright © 2024 THEAUTHOR(S). This article is distributed under a a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial
4.0 International license. 277

https://journal.ppipbr.com/index.php/edutech/index


Mubarok EDUTECH, 1 (2) 2024: 277-285

Research emphasizes the importance of skilled and knowledgeable early childhood
educators to the effectiveness of ECE programs (Press et al., 2020). Early childhood is a critical
period for growth, development, and learning, with experiences during this time influencing
outcomes throughout life (Jalongo, 2021). Additionally, investments in early childhood
development are linked to long-term economic growth, increased labor productivity, reduced
social and health spending, and increased income equality (Nazukova, 2019).

PAUD not only improves cognitive abilities but also hones children's potential through
various methods such as aquatic learning and game-based learning (Hafina et al., 2020).
Furthermore, the incorporation of storytelling, inquiry-based approaches, and multicultural
education in PAUD programs can contribute significantly to children's cognitive and social
development (Nhase, 2023; Safita & Suryana, 2022). In conclusion, Early Childhood Education
is an important phase that forms the basis of a child's future success by addressing various
aspects of development. Investments in quality early childhood education programs, support
of well-trained educators, and integration of innovative approaches can have a profound
impact on a child's overall development and long-term outcomes.

Early childhood education (ECD) plays an important role in children's development,
forming the foundation for their future academic and social success. Research shows that
educational interventions at an early age can improve children's cognitive, motor, social, and
emotional skills, providing a lasting positive impact throughout their lives. In this context,
collaboration between parents and teachers is a very important aspect. This collaboration can
enrich children's learning experiences through consistent and integrated support from home
and school, creating a more holistic and effective learning environment.

However, there is a phenomenon of imbalance in early childhood learning outcomes
between urban and rural environments. Children in urban areas tend to have better access to
educational resources and more intensive support compared to children in rural areas. This
creates gaps in learning outcomes that can affect children's long-term development.
Additionally, a lack of understanding of how collaboration between parents and teachers can
influence learning outcomes in both types of environments adds to the complexity of the
problem.

Based on this background, this research asks the question: What is the role of
collaboration between parents and teachers in improving early childhood learning outcomes in
urban and rural environments? By answering this question, it is hoped that effective strategies
can be found that can be applied in both environmental contexts to optimize early childhood
learning outcomes. This research aims to fill gaps in the existing literature, provide a deeper
understanding of the dynamics of parent-teacher collaboration, and suggest policies that can
support better collaborative practices in a variety of settings.

While the importance of collaboration between parents and teachers in supporting
early childhood learning outcomes has been widely acknowledged, there is a lack of research
that specifically compares the dynamics of this collaboration in the context of urban and rural
environments. The lack of research focusing on these contextual differences creates a
significant gap in the literature, given that the characteristics and challenges faced by these two
environments can be very different. Therefore, there is an urgent need to understand the
factors that support or hinder the effectiveness of collaboration between parents and teachers
in both types of environments.

The urgency of this research lies in identifying the best approach that can be used to
improve early childhood learning outcomes through effective collaboration between parents
and teachers. The resulting findings will provide scientific evidence that can support the
development of education policy at local and national levels, as well as provide practical
insights that can be directly applied by educators and policy makers. It is hoped that this
research will be able to fill the gap in the existing literature by revealing differences and
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similarities in collaborative practices in urban and rural environments, which have not been
explored much before.

The novelty of this research lies in the comparative approach that will be taken to
explore collaboration between parents and teachers in two geographically and
socio-economically different contexts. In doing so, this research will not only contribute new
insights to the academic literature on early childhood education and educational collaboration,
but will also provide practical recommendations that can be used by educators and policy
makers to optimize such collaboration. It is hoped that this contribution can increase the
effectiveness of early childhood education interventions and ultimately support holistic child
development in various environments.

2. Methods
The research method used in this study is a systematic literature review using the

PRISMA (Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses) method. The
PRISMA method was chosen because of its ability to structure the process of collecting,
selecting and analyzing articles systematically and transparently, thereby ensuring the
reliability and validity of research findings.

2.1. Collecting Articles from Reputable International Databases using the PRISMA
Method

In the initial step, articles were collected from various reputable international
databases such as Scopus, Web of Science, and others. The use of the PRISMA method begins
with a systematic literature search using predetermined keywords.

2.2. Keywords Used to Search for Articles
Keywords used in article searches include terms relevant to the research topic, such as

"early childhood education," "parent-teacher collaboration," "urban and rural education,"
"early learning outcomes," as well as combinations of related keywords. other. The use of
appropriate keywords and appropriate combinations is expected to produce articles that are
relevant to the research topic.

2.3. Number of Articles Retrieved
From initial searches conducted in various reputable international databases, a number

of articles were identified. Each article found then goes through a selection process based on
predetermined inclusion and exclusion criteria.

2.4. Article Inclusion and Exclusion Techniques
To ensure the relevance and quality of the analyzed articles, the following inclusion and

exclusion criteria were applied:

2.4.1. Inclusion Criteria
1. Articles published in reputable international journals.
2. Research that discusses collaboration between parents and teachers in the

context of early childhood education.
3. Studies that include urban and/or rural environments.

2.4.2. Exclusion Criteria
1. Articles that do not focus on early childhood education.
2. Studies that do not include collaboration between parents and teachers.
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3. Publications that are not available in full text or are not in English.

Through the application of these inclusion and exclusion criteria, articles that are
irrelevant or do not meet the specified quality standards can be eliminated, so that only
articles that are truly relevant and of high quality will be analyzed further. This process ensures
that research findings are based on strong and reliable literature, which will ultimately support
the resulting conclusions and recommendations.

3. Results and Discussions
3.1. Basic Concepts and Theory
Early Childhood Education (PAUD) is a crucial phase in formal education that

contributes significantly to the development of basic skills and the formation of children's
character (Alam, 2023). PAUD aims to prepare children for basic education by ensuring their
growth and development is appropriate to their developmental stages, as well as facilitating
their readiness to face the challenges of further education and life (Lubis et al., 2021). The
focus of PAUD is on developing children's social, emotional, literacy and motor skills in order to
optimize their potential throughout life (Febrianto et al., 2021). This builds the foundation for
physical growth, motor coordination, intelligence, social-emotional development, language,
and communication, which is adapted to the unique developmental stages of early childhood
(Seprie, 2024).

In the PAUD context, collaboration between parents and teachers is very important. An
effective collaboration model improves the quality of early childhood education by encouraging
a holistic approach to child development (Hasni & Riinawati, 2021). Collaboration between
parents and teachers is essential to provide the support and guidance that children need to
successfully navigate their educational journey (Wiryanto & Hartono, 2020). This partnership
optimizes children's development during their formative years and ensures a smooth transition
from PAUD to primary education (Damayanti et al., 2022).

Vygotsky's Zone of Proximal Development Theory and Bronfenbrenner's Ecological
Theory of Child Development are the basic theories underlying child development in the
context of PAUD. Vygotsky's theory emphasizes the importance of social interaction and
guidance in cognitive development, highlighting the role of more knowledgeable individuals in
assisting children's learning (Herlina et al., 2021). Bronfenbrenner's theory focuses on the
influence of the environment on children's development, emphasizing the interrelated systems
that influence children's growth, including microsystems, mesosystems, ecosystems and
macrosystems (Huriah et al., 2021).

In conclusion, Early Childhood Education (PAUD) is a critical stage that lays the
foundation for a child's future success. By integrating theories such as Vygotsky's Zone of
Proximal Development and Bronfenbrenner's Ecology of Child Development, as well as
encouraging effective collaboration between parents and teachers, early childhood education
programs can provide a supportive and nurturing environment for children to thrive.

3.2. Research Findings
3.2.1. Collaboration in Urban Environments
Early childhood education is a crucial stage in a child's development, setting the

foundation for future learning and growth. Research consistently shows that high-quality early
childhood education experiences significantly influence children's learning outcomes and
development (Page & Eadie, 2019). Disparities between urban and rural areas regarding early
childhood education and child development have been well documented (Agyekum, 2023).
Therefore, it is important to address this gap by allocating more resources to rural areas and
adapting policies to improve early childhood education in these areas.
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Collaboration, especially between teachers and parents, is a fundamental aspect of the
quality of early childhood education and care (Ovati, 2024). Effective teacher-parent
collaboration has been linked to predicting children's learning outcomes and language
development. In addition, the quality of the early childhood education and care environment is
very important, because an unfavorable environment can have a negative impact on children's
development in various domains (Manning et al., 2019).

The learning environment in early childhood education and care services significantly
influences children's development (Phillips & Boyd, 2023). Early childhood educators play a
vital role in designing and implementing environments that support children's learning through
routines, resources, and relationships. In addition, implementing a project based learning
approach can improve children's interpersonal skills and contribute to their overall
development (Puspitasari, 2023).

In urban settings, collaboration between interdisciplinary teams in early childhood
education is critical for continuous improvement (Page & Eadie, 2019). Challenges in urban
areas can include resource allocation, diverse student needs, and community engagement.
Effective strategies involve training for continuous improvement and encouraging collaboration
among team members to overcome these challenges.

In conclusion, effective strategies for early learning include ensuring high-quality early
childhood education experiences, addressing disparities between urban and rural areas,
promoting collaboration between educators and parents, and creating supportive learning
environments. By implementing these strategies, early childhood education can better support
children's holistic development and prepare them for future success.

3.2.2. Collaboration in rural environments
Effective collaboration in rural settings is critical to improving early childhood

education. Research shows that rural areas often experience gaps in early childhood education
and child development compared to urban areas (Agyekum, 2023). To address these
challenges, it is recommended that more resources be allocated to rural areas to improve early
childhood education and development, as well as policies adapted to support such efforts
(Agyekum, 2023). In addition, the availability of resources in early childhood education centers
is very important to support caregivers and teachers in implementing an effective curriculum
that promotes children's learning and development (Dzakadzie & Agbayisah, 2022).

In rural education contexts, collaborative networks have been identified as a key driver
of positive outcomes. Studies have highlighted the importance of cross-sector collaboration in
improving population health in rural communities (Zhu et al., 2019). Additionally, collaborative
arrangements have been linked to social sustainability in rural accommodation institutions,
highlighting the importance of collaboration in promoting sustainable practices (Tricárico et al.,
2019). These findings emphasize the value of collaborative efforts in addressing challenges and
promoting positive outcomes in rural settings.

Furthermore, the role of collaborative learning in rural settings has been explored in
various studies. Conditions that support collaborative learning include activities that are
aligned with assessment, appropriate planning, relevance to students' lives, and building a
positive classroom culture (Adebola, 2024). These conditions are critical to sustaining
collaborative learning initiatives in educational settings located in rural areas.

In conclusion, effective collaboration in rural settings is essential to improve early
childhood education and development. By leveraging collaborative networks, allocating
resources effectively, and creating conditions conducive to collaborative learning, stakeholders
can work together to overcome challenges and implement strategies that drive positive
outcomes in early childhood education in rural areas.

3.2.3. Comparative Analysis
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Early childhood education (PAUD) is a crucial phase in a child's development which
forms the basis for future learning and growth (Yasa et al., 2023). Collaboration in PAUD, both
in urban and rural settings, plays a significant role in improving learning outcomes. Partnerships
with professionals, as recommended in the Victorian Early Years Learning and Development
Framework, are critical to improving the quality of children's learning experiences (Page &
Eadie, 2019). An effective collaborative approach in PAUD includes various activities such as
inter-agency visits, joint programs, workshops for teachers, and parent involvement to support
child development (Pratiwi, 2024).

In both urban and rural settings, factors influencing the effectiveness of collaboration
include responsive parenting, early learning activities, and parental involvement, all of which
have a positive impact on early childhood development outcomes ("The impact of COVID-19 on
children's holistic development at risk in three early childhood care and education centers in
rural areas", 2021). Apart from that, the implementation of project-based learning involving
parents and teachers is very important for developing interpersonal intelligence in early
childhood (Puspitasari, 2023). Furthermore, the quality of PAUD curriculum governance
significantly influences the learning process and outcomes of children aged 0-6 years (Yasa et
al., 2023).

The impact of collaboration on early childhood learning outcomes is enormous. A
responsive relationship between parents and children and parental support for learning are
very important to encourage early childhood development (Jeong et al., 2021). In addition, the
sociocultural aspect of play is emphasized as a fundamental way for children to learn,
emphasizing its importance in early childhood education (Solis, 2019). Effective collaboration
not only supports children's academic growth but also contributes to their holistic
development, encompassing social, emotional, cognitive, and physical aspects ("Impact of
COVID-19 on holistic development of at-risk children in three child care and education centers
early childhood in rural areas", 2021).

In conclusion, to increase collaboration in early childhood education, it is important to
focus on building partnerships, involving parents, implementing effective learning activities,
and ensuring appropriate curriculum governance. By encouraging strong collaboration
between educators, parents, and professionals, the quality of early childhood education can be
improved, which will ultimately result in better learning outcomes and holistic development for
children.

4. Conclusion
Early Childhood Education (PAUD) is a critical phase in education that forms the basis

for a child's future development. Research findings show that collaboration between teachers
and parents, as well as the application of child development theories such as Vygotsky's Zone
of Proximal Development Theory and Bronfenbrenner's Ecological Theory of Child
Development, are essential to creating a supportive and holistic learning environment.
Effective collaboration in urban and rural settings also contributes significantly to children's
learning outcomes and development, highlighting the importance of support and involvement
of various parties in early childhood education.

4.1. Implications
The implication of these findings is that PAUD programs should emphasize strong

collaboration between educators and parents to ensure children's holistic development.
Additionally, education policies need to allocate more resources to rural areas to address gaps
in early childhood education. The application of child development theory in the PAUD
curriculum and improving the quality of the educational environment must also be a priority to
maximize children's potential. Investments in educator training and the development of
innovative programs can also have a positive long-term impact on early childhood education.
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4.2. Limitations
This research has several limitations. First, this study focuses primarily on the available

literature and may not cover all variables relevant to early childhood education. Second,
disparities between urban and rural areas may be more complex than depicted, requiring more
specific approaches to each context. Third, the long-term impact of collaboration and
application of child development theory may require further research to comprehensively
measure its effectiveness.

4.3. Future Research
Future research should focus on exploring more deeply the long-term impact of

collaboration between teachers and parents on early childhood educational outcomes. In
addition, further studies are needed to understand how best to integrate child development
theories in ECCE curricula and how these approaches can be adapted to various cultural and
geographic contexts. Research should also evaluate the effectiveness of intervention programs
in rural areas and develop more specific strategies to address educational disparities between
urban and rural areas. Finally, exploring the use of technology in early childhood education can
pave the way for more innovative and effective learning approaches in the future.
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