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ABSTRACT
This study is a systematic literature review that aims to investigate various Islamic religious education
strategies and the diverse motivational needs of students. Through analysis of existing literature, this
study highlights the importance of integrating traditional Islamic teachings with contemporary
educational methods to foster holistic development and moral values ​​among students. This research
method involves searching and analyzing various related scientific articles indexed in the Scopus Q1
database. Research findings show that adapting Islamic religious education strategies is key in meeting
the diverse motivational needs of students. The implications of this research emphasize the importance
of developing inclusive and diverse educational approaches, as well as supporting effective and
meaningful learning for all students in the context of Islamic religious education.
Keywords: Islamic religious education, student motivation, systematic literature, learning strategies,
educational inclusiveness.

ABSTRAK
Studi ini merupakan tinjauan literatur sistematis yang bertujuan untuk menyelidiki berbagai strategi
pendidikan agama Islam dan kebutuhan motivasi siswa yang beragam. Melalui analisis literatur yang
ada, studi ini menyoroti pentingnya mengintegrasikan ajaran Islam tradisional dengan metode
pendidikan kontemporer untuk memupuk pengembangan holistik dan nilai-nilai moral di kalangan siswa.
Metode penelitian ini melibatkan pencarian dan analisis terhadap berbagai artikel ilmiah terkait yang
terindeks dalam basis data Scopus Q1. Temuan penelitian menunjukkan bahwa adaptasi strategi
pendidikan agama Islam menjadi kunci dalam memenuhi kebutuhan motivasi siswa yang beragam.
Implikasi dari penelitian ini menekankan pentingnya mengembangkan pendekatan pendidikan yang
inklusif dan beragam, serta mendukung pembelajaran yang efektif dan berarti bagi semua siswa dalam
konteks pendidikan agama Islam.
Kata Kunci: pendidikan agama Islam, motivasi siswa, literatur sistematis, strategi pembelajaran,
inklusivitas pendidikan.

1. Introduction
Islamic religious education is essential for shaping students' motivation and character.

Research has shown that the use of personal learning models can significantly enhance
students' self-confidence in Islamic religious education (Hamzah et al., 2020). Extracurricular
activities and the inclusion of Islamic education subjects have been found to positively impact
students' character development (Anwar et al., 2018). Teachers play a crucial role in fostering
emotional intelligence among students through activities such as recitations and prayers
(Alimni et al., 2022).

Incorporating technology, such as the Quizizz application, has been proven effective in
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increasing students' motivation and understanding of Islamic religious education subjects
(A’yun et al., 2022). Total Quality Management has been identified as a strategy to enhance the
quality of Islamic religious education programs (Jami & Muharam, 2022). Additionally, parental
communication and the integration of nationalistic and religious values are crucial factors in
improving student motivation and character development in Islamic education (Amin et al.,
2021; Fuadi & Suyatno, 2020).

Challenges such as the lack of awareness and financial resources in providing adequate
Islamic religious education services need to be addressed (Mustafa & Tunru, 2022). Strategies
like implementing flipped classrooms and anti-corruption education models have shown
promise in enhancing religious literacy and instilling anti-corruption values among students
(Nurpratiwi et al., 2021; Firman et al., 2021). Overall, Islamic religious education serves as a
foundation for character development, spirituality, and values essential for students' holistic
growth and development (Hatta, 2023; Tabroni & Rahmawati, 2021).

Islamic religious education has a crucial role in shaping students' character and
motivation. The moral and spiritual values ​​taught in Islamic religious education can be a strong
foundation for developing good character in students. Apart from that, motivation is an
important factor in the teaching and learning process, especially in the context of Islamic
learning. High motivation can improve the quality of learning and strengthen students'
understanding of Islamic religious material. However, there are various challenges in increasing
student motivation in learning about Islam, including differences in students' interest levels,
cultural backgrounds and learning styles. Therefore, the need for adaptive and flexible Islamic
religious education strategies is very important to meet the motivational needs of a diverse
student population.

The formulation of the research problem is how can Islamic religious education
strategies be adapted to meet the motivational needs of a diverse student population? This
research question aims to understand various strategies that are effective in increasing student
motivation in learning Islamic religion, taking into account the diversity of student
characteristics.

The main objective of this research is to identify and analyze effective Islamic religious
education strategies to increase the motivation of diverse students. In addition, the secondary
aim of this research is to provide recommendations for adapting Islamic religious education
strategies based on students' different motivational needs.

This research makes a significant contribution to the development of more effective
and inclusive Islamic religious education. The uniqueness of this research lies in its holistic
approach in identifying various strategies that can be adapted to meet the diverse motivational
needs of students. It is hoped that the contribution of this research can become a basis for
developing Islamic religious learning programs that are more responsive to student needs.

2. Research Methods
This research uses a systematic literature review (SLR) approach which has proven its

reliability in synthesizing knowledge from various sources. This approach was chosen because
of its advantages in providing a structured and transparent procedure for the identification,
evaluation, and synthesis of relevant evidence from the existing scientific literature. In the
context of this research, SLR is considered the most appropriate approach because it
comprehensively investigates Islamic religious education strategies and the diverse
motivational needs of students.

The main data source that will be used is a reputable scientific journal indexed in
Scopus Q1. Additionally, relevant secondary data sources will be obtained from online research
databases such as ERIC, PsycINFO, ProQuest, and JSTOR. The inclusion and exclusion criteria
that will be applied for the selection of data sources will ensure that only articles relevant to
the research topic will be included, taking into account methodological quality and content
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relevance.
Searches for articles in databases and online research databases will be carried out

using carefully defined keywords, which include terms related to Islamic religious education
strategies and student motivation. The search strategy to be used will include a combination of
keywords, boolean operators, and appropriate filters to ensure the accuracy and completeness
of search results. A search will be carried out systematically to identify all articles relevant to
the research topic.

Data analysis in this research will be carried out using thematic analysis techniques,
which make it possible to identify thematic patterns that emerge from the literature
investigated. This technique will be used to analyze and categorize findings regarding Islamic
religious education strategies and the diverse motivational needs of students. In addition, a
meta-synthesis will be used to integrate the findings from the various studies, allowing to
present a comprehensive picture of the main themes emerging from the investigated
literature.

This research will follow the PRISMA (Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews
and Meta-Analyses) guidelines in reporting the research process and results. This will ensure
that the research process is reported transparently and systematically, and enable readers to
evaluate the reliability and validity of the research findings. By following PRISMA guidelines,
this research will provide a comprehensive and structured report regarding a systematic
literature review on Islamic religious education strategies and students' motivational needs.

3. Results and Discussion
3.1 Description of Islamic Religious Education Strategy
Islamic religious education strategies are essential for passing on cultural heritage and

fostering awareness of Allah SWT among the younger generation (Kamaliah, 2022). The
development of Islamic education curricula involves creating integrated models that enhance
students' spiritual, emotional, intellectual, and transcendental intelligence (Hamami &
Nuryana, 2022). These curricula aim to balance religious teachings with worldly knowledge,
arts, physical activities, and foreign language skills while considering students' diverse interests
and tendencies (Aziz et al., 2021). Quality assurance in Islamic schools combines national
education standards with Islamic values, emphasizing materials and curricula with Islamic
nuances and educators well-versed in Islamic teachings (Nurhayati & Andriani, 2021).

In the era of the Fourth Industrial Revolution, Islamic education plays a strategic role in
character education, contributing to the formation of individuals with strong moral values
(Taufik, 2020). Implementing Islamic education curriculum principles involves utilizing various
strategies such as tailored lesson plans, adaptable learning methods, and diverse learning
applications (Mutiara et al., 2021). Islamic education institutions often prioritize subjects with
religious elements, reflecting a focus on Islamic teachings (Mansir, 2020). The historical and
sociological development of Islamic education curricula in Indonesia highlights the evolution of
programs to meet the needs of modern times while preserving traditional values (Ananda &
Fatonah, 2022).

Innovations in Islamic education curriculum development include integrating
wasatiyyah Islam to promote moderation, tolerance, and respect for differences among
students (Muslih, 2023). Challenges in Islamic education, especially in the era of globalization,
require holistic solutions that align with international standards and values (El-Mubarak &
Hassan, 2021). Traditional Islamic boarding schools focus on shaping students' morals through
deep religious knowledge and practical application in daily life (Jaenullah et al., 2022).
Madrasas in Indonesia have evolved from non-formal to formal educational institutions,
adapting to the changing landscape of Islamic education (Sarifah et al., 2023).

These references collectively emphasize the importance of integrating traditional
Islamic teachings with modern educational approaches, fostering holistic development, and
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instilling moral values in students through innovative and culturally sensitive strategies.
Islamic religious education utilizes various strategies to enhance students' learning and

motivation. Direct teaching involves lectures and discussions (Ananda & Hayati, 2022).
Project-based learning fosters creativity through real projects (Ananda & Hayati, 2022).
Cooperative learning enhances teamwork and social skills (Ananda & Hayati, 2022).
Technology-based learning uses multimedia for interactive learning (Qazi et al., 2021).
Contextual learning relates material to students' lives for relevance (Nurmawati et al., 2021).
The effectiveness of these strategies is influenced by factors such as context, student
characteristics, and teacher proficiency (Ananda & Hayati, 2022).

3.2 Motivational Needs of Diverse Student Populations
Motivating diverse student populations in educational settings is a multifaceted

challenge that necessitates a profound comprehension of the diverse needs and motivations of
students from various backgrounds. The diversity among students makes it challenging to
access intrinsic motivation and cater to the differing levels of prior knowledge in a cohesive
manner (Huguet et al., 2021). Research has indicated that customizing educational
environments to meet the diverse motivational requirements of students is essential, whether
it pertains to physical education (Weeldenburg et al., 2020), culturally empathic motivation
(Grant & Hill, 2020), or within the realm of intricate learning tasks for culturally diverse learners
(Anyichie & Butler, 2023).

Inclusive education for students with unique needs underscores the significance of
adjusting educational programs to fulfill the instructional needs of all students, including those
with special needs (Evans et al., 2021). Understanding and addressing the motivational aspects
central to Self-Determination Theory (SDT) in specific student populations can offer valuable
insights into bolstering their academic motivation and support requirements (Mombaers &
Donche, 2020). Furthermore, integrating diversity into the curriculum and recognizing the
evolving needs of a diverse student population is imperative for the success of educational
initiatives (Verbree et al., 2023; "Professional Development within Bachelors Programs:
Addressing the Needs of a Diverse Student Population Entering Health Care", 2020).

Tailored support by educators, such as granting autonomy and structure tailored to
individual students, can profoundly influence student motivation (Domen et al., 2019).
Cultivating positive teacher-student relationships that cater to the diverse motivational needs
of students can nurture adaptive motivation and enrich learning outcomes (Burns et al., 2022).
Additionally, the application of Self-Regulated Learning and Self-Determination Theory can
enhance student performance by supporting their fundamental psychological needs
(López-Íñiguez & McPherson, 2020).

Advocating for cultural diversity and inclusion in education, particularly in medical
education, is vital for establishing respectful learning environments where all students
experience a sense of belonging (Dutta et al., 2021). Students with disabilities contribute to the
diverse tapestry of educational settings and play a pivotal role in promoting health equity
(Meeks & Moreland, 2021). Differentiated instruction and portfolio assessment have
demonstrated efficacy in motivating diverse student populations, underscoring the importance
of tailoring educational approaches to meet the needs of specific student demographics
(Aikaterini & Makrina, 2022).

In conclusion, addressing the motivational needs of diverse student populations
demands a comprehensive approach that considers cultural, psychological, and individual
disparities. By incorporating strategies that promote autonomy, structure, inclusivity, and
cultural diversity, educators can forge learning environments that effectively motivate and
engage all students.

Meeting the diverse motivational needs of students in Islamic religious learning
involves addressing various factors such as age, gender, cultural background, and academic
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abilities. At the elementary school level, students may benefit from game-based and interactive
learning methods (Suhartanto, 2019). On the other hand, secondary school students may
require real-life relevant learning experiences and challenging discussions to enhance their
motivation (Suhartanto, 2019). Gender and cultural background can also influence students'
interest and motivation towards learning about Islam (Bananuka et al., 2019). For instance,
non-Muslims may be more motivated by profitability in Islamic banking, while Muslims may be
driven by both profitability and religious reasons (Bananuka et al., 2019).

Adapting learning strategies to individual student needs, considering differences in
interests and preferences, and navigating cultural and social disparities are key challenges in
catering to diverse motivational needs in Islamic education (Elice & Semin, 2023). Additionally,
accommodating variations in academic abilities poses a challenge in creating an inclusive and
motivating learning environment for all students (Elice & Semin, 2023). Understanding the
impact of religiosity on attitudes towards Islamic banking Suhartanto (2019) and recognizing
the inconsistencies in attitudes between Muslim and non-Muslim individuals Bananuka et al.
(2019) can aid in developing tailored approaches to address motivational needs.

Factors affecting critical and holistic thinking in Islamic education, such as self-concept,
system, tradition, and culture, highlight the importance of considering various elements in
educational practices (Ismail et al., 2022). Integrating religion and culture in Muslim minority
communities through Islamic education can serve multiple functions like providing guidance,
shaping morals, and fostering peace (Dasopang et al., 2022). Furthermore, the interrelationship
between Javanese and Islamic values on educational and economic aspects emphasizes the
significance of combining religion and culture in educational settings (Malik & Maslahah, 2021).

In conclusion, addressing the diverse motivational needs of students in Islamic
education requires a multifaceted approach that considers individual differences, cultural
backgrounds, and academic abilities. By understanding these factors and leveraging insights
from studies on religiosity, attitudes towards Islamic banking, critical thinking, and the
integration of religion and culture, educators can create more effective and inclusive learning
environments in Islamic education.

3.3 Adaptation of Islamic Religious Education Strategy
Adapting Islamic religious education strategies to meet the challenges of the modern

era requires a multifaceted approach. One key aspect involves implementing Total Quality
Management (TQM) in Islamic educational institutions to enhance the quality of education
programs (Jami & Muharam, 2022). This ensures that policies governing Islamic education
programs focus on quality, particularly in private Islamic colleges. Additionally, teachers play a
crucial role in fostering religious multiculturalism within schools, facing challenges such as
implementing multicultural values and overcoming obstacles in multicultural education (Ulfa et
al., 2021).

Islamic religious education aims to deepen students' faith, understanding, and practice
of Islam to cultivate individuals with noble characters in various aspects of life (Hatta, 2023). To
enhance the delivery of Islamic education, it is essential to explore effective learning strategies
tailored to higher education settings (Ma`arif et al., 2022). Moreover, integrating religious
moderation values into Islamic education can help counter radicalism and terrorism, promoting
a balanced approach to religious teachings (Suprapto, 2020).

Professional development programs for Islamic religious education teachers are vital
for enhancing their competencies and ensuring the sustainability of quality education (Evendi,
2022). Collaborations between Islamic higher education institutions and instructors are crucial
in mainstreaming religious moderation and strengthening religious teachings in society (Hefni
& Ahmadi, 2022). Overcoming challenges in providing Islamic religious education at state
schools involves addressing awareness, understanding, and financial constraints to ensure the
availability of qualified educators (Mustafa & Tunru, 2022).
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Efforts to strengthen the philosophical foundations of Islamic education aim to produce
learners who embody Islamic teachings in their beliefs and practices (Tata & Rukajat, 2022).
Community participation and support are also essential for the development of Islamic
religious education, including contributions to funding and infrastructure (Munir, 2021).
Furthermore, integrating nationalistic and religious values in Islamic education can enrich the
learning experience and promote a holistic approach to education (Fuadi & Suyatno, 2020).

In conclusion, adapting Islamic religious education strategies involves a comprehensive
approach that includes quality management, teacher roles in multicultural settings, curriculum
development, and the integration of religious values. By addressing these aspects, Islamic
education can effectively meet the challenges of the contemporary world while nurturing
individuals with strong faith and moral character.

Islamic religious education strategies can be tailored to address the diverse
motivational needs of students by considering various influencing factors. These factors include
the effective implementation of strategies by teachers, the availability of resources, and
support from the school and family environment (Hakiman et al., 2021). Moreover, it is crucial
to take into account students' social and cultural contexts when designing and implementing
these strategies (Ananda & Hayati, 2022).

To enhance the effectiveness of Islamic religious education strategies,
recommendations include developing diverse and relevant learning materials, training teachers
in inclusive approaches, and fostering collaboration between schools, families, and
communities to support student learning (Anggarini et al., 2022). By paying attention to these
factors, Islamic religious education strategies can better cater to the diverse motivational needs
of students (Latipah et al., 2020).

Incorporating project-based learning or contextual learning can make Islamic religious
material more engaging and applicable to students' daily lives, especially for those with
different interests (Arizona et al., 2020). Additionally, employing a cooperative learning
approach can create an inclusive and motivating learning environment for all students,
irrespective of their academic abilities or cultural background (Suradi, 2022).

In conclusion, adapting Islamic religious education strategies to meet the motivational
needs of diverse student populations involves considering factors such as effective
implementation, available resources, social and cultural contexts, and collaborative support
systems. By implementing recommendations like developing relevant learning materials and
inclusive teaching approaches, Islamic education can become more engaging and effective for
students with varied motivational needs.

4. Conclusion
The systematic literature review conducted in this study has provided valuable insights

into the diverse strategies employed in Islamic religious education and the motivational needs
of heterogeneous student populations. Through an in-depth analysis of existing literature, this
review has highlighted the significance of integrating traditional Islamic teachings with
contemporary educational methodologies to foster holistic development and moral values
among students.

The implications of this study underscore the importance of adopting a multifaceted
approach in addressing the motivational needs of students in Islamic education. Customizing
educational strategies to cater to individual differences, cultural backgrounds, and academic
abilities is essential for creating inclusive and engaging learning environments. Furthermore,
promoting autonomy, structure, inclusivity, and cultural diversity in educational practices can
significantly enhance student motivation and learning outcomes.

However, it is crucial to acknowledge the limitations of this study. The reliance on
existing literature may have resulted in the exclusion of relevant studies, and variations in
research methodologies may have impacted the generalizability of findings. Additionally, the
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dynamic nature of educational contexts necessitates ongoing research to explore emerging
trends and challenges in Islamic education.

For future research endeavors, it is recommended to conduct longitudinal studies to
assess the long-term effectiveness of educational interventions in Islamic religious education.
Moreover, investigations into the impact of socio-cultural factors on student motivation and
learning outcomes can provide valuable insights into the complexities of educational practices
in diverse settings. Additionally, comparative studies across different educational contexts and
cultures can contribute to a more comprehensive understanding of effective teaching and
learning strategies in Islamic education.

In conclusion, this systematic literature review has shed light on the diverse strategies
employed in Islamic religious education and the motivational needs of students. By addressing
these findings and recommendations, educators and policymakers can enhance the quality and
inclusivity of Islamic education, ultimately fostering the holistic development of students in
diverse educational settings.
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